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Top events coming up at SWOSU
• Relay for Life, Fri., March 31, 6 p.m.- Sat., 
April 1 3 a.m. Fine Arts Center, Saturday, 
Feb. 25
• SISA Banquet Sat., April 8, 6-9 p.m. Student 
Union Ballroom
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SWOSU Snapshot
The 2nd Annual Intertribal POWWOW was held March 25 at SWOSU Wellness Center. Traditional dancing was 
taken place in: Men combine, Woman combine, Junior and teen boy’s combine, Junior and teen girl’s combine and 
tiny tot. Photos by Harry Le & Maggie Tran
By Reemah Alkhaldi
Staff Reporter
Have you ever tried spring rolls? Vietnamese food? 
What about jombolo, a Nigerian dance? If  you have not 
tried any of  these food or dances, you have a chance 
next week at the SISA banquet.
The SWOSU International Student Association hosts 
a banquet every spring every. The banquet is open to 
the public and is a great opportunity for everyone to 
discover other cultures, music, dances and food. The 
international students at SWOSU usually dress in the 
traditional clothes of  their home country for the event. 
Sometimes you will even see American guests dressed in 
ethnic clothing provided by their friends.
Food and festivities to be 
found at SISA banquet
Bollywood comes 
to Weatherford
Taj Express: The Bollywood Musical Revue will be 
staged Wed., April 5, at SWOSU as part of  the univer-
sity’s Panorama series.
The revue explodes with the sounds of  India and 
Bollywood, capturing the vibrant, expressive spirit of  
the world of  Bollywood movies that have been enter-
taining the people of  India for generations. Through a 
fusion of  film, dance and music, this dazzling inter-
national sensation will take the audience on a live 
cinematic journey through modern Indian culture and 
society. The production is a high energy celebration of  
new India’s pop music, Bollywood culture, and deep 
traditions featuring colorful costumes, joyful dance and 
thrilling live music.
The show, sponsored by Columbia Artists of  New 
York City, will be held at 7:30 p.m. in the Fine Arts 
Center on the SWOSU campus.
Tickets are on sale and available at stubwire.com or 
in the SWOSU Public Relations & Marketing office in 
Room 205 of  the Administration Building. Advance 
tickets are $5 for SWOSU students/faculty/staff/
emeriti and $10 for the general public. All tickets at the 
door are $20.
For additional information, contact the SWOSU 
Public Relations & Marketing Office at 580.774.3063.
. 
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SISA from page 1
By Ethan Lesley
Staff Reporter
Each year thousands of  Relay For 
Life events happen internationally 
to raise money and awareness for 
cancer.
Relay For Life is organized and 
participated in by volunteers. Since 
it began, Relay For Life has raised 
nearly $5 billion. 
The Custer County Relay For Life 
will take place from 6 p.m. March 
31 through  3 a.m. April 1, in the 
Pioneer Cellular Event Center. 
It started in 1985 in Washington 
state. Surgeon Dr. Gordy Klatt want-
ed to raise money for the American 
Cancer Society. For 24 hours he 
walked and ran around a track. For 
$25, people walked or ran on the 
track with him. Nearly 300 people 
joined him for his walk. He raised 
$27,000 for the ACS and began 
organizing similar events around his 
area that later transformed into the 
Relay For Life that is popular around 
the globe. 
At SWOSU many student groups 
take part in the Relay.
“Each member of  our fraternity 
will walk for one hour each during 
the event, we will also have games to 
compete in at our booth for those 
not walking,” said Josh Armstrong, 
President of  SWOSU TKE and 
coordinator of  the TKE Relay For 
Life team. 
“The money raised goes to 
research, wigs, a place to stay when 
they are having treatment, and many 
other financial obligations that go 
along with their cancer treatment,” 
said Haley Kliewer, a volunteer orga-
nizer of  the event.  
Any donation helps no matter 
the amount. A study conducted by 
the ACS in 2013 reported that it has 
provided more 380,000 rides to and 
from treatment, has contributed to 
50% decrease in smoking since 1946, 
and has marked a 20% decline in 
cancer-related deaths, which means 
it has helped save more than 1.3 mil-
lion lives. 
“The theme for our Relay For 
Life this year is Carnival for Hope,” 
Kliewer said.
“There is always a great turnout. 
We bring in different groups and 
have different activities going on to 
allow different age groups to have a 
good time,” Kliewer said.
The event is held overnight to 
signify that cancer never sleeps. 
Throughout the event there will be 
games to play and treats to purchase.
“On the night of  the Relay we 
will have a booth setup with funnel 
cakes, water, wristbands, and t-shirts 
available for purchase,” Armstrong 
said.
 Money made by the competing 
teams will go to their overall fund-
raising goal. 
All money raised will go to the 
ACS and contribute to the effort 
to defeat cancer and find a cure. It 
is encouraged to form a team and 
compete with the other teams to see 
who can raise the most money. 
“On average we range from 25-30 
teams, it is advised to sign up soon,” 
Kliewer said. 
Teams will have games to play 
and treats to buy for the public in 
the walk to keep those not walking 
entertained.
Relay continues to impact after 30+ years
March 30 is SGA 
candidate deadline
The SWOSU Student Government Association will 
hold elections for the positions of  student body presi-
dent, vice president and treasurer, and students can file 
for any of  the three of  the offices through March 30 
on the Weatherford campus.
Any full time student at SWOSU is eligible for 
these positions for the 2017-18 school year. 
Filing forms can be obtained in the Dean of  Stu-
dents office in Room 214 of  the Stafford Center.
Forms can be returned to the Dean of  Students 
office by 5 p.m. on March 30.
Campaigning will be held March 31-April 11. 
A candidate meet & greet with the current SWOSU 
student senate will be held Thurs., April 6, at 6 p.m. in 
Stafford Center 104. 
Elections will be held online via Canvas on Tues., 
April 11, from 12:01 a.m. to 11:59 p.m.
dent Union Ballroom. It will be held from 6 to 9 
p.m.
“We are aiming at inviting about 100 people from 
across the community, present dances, music and food 
from about 10 different countries.” SISA treasurer 
Faith Okorocha said. “We also want to raise awareness 
about diversity and its importance and how much it 
can teach us.” 
The banquet also creates an avenue for interna-
tional students to meet people outside of  the school 
community, showcase their talents and spread their 
cultures. SISA members plan the banquet – who is 
in charge of  what, what food will be prepared, quan-
tity of  food needed, ingredients needed from ethnic 
markets, and budget. They also distribute some of  the 
tickets. 
Tickets for the banquet can be bought from any of  
the officers or in the International Students Affairs Of-
fice in the Administration Building. 
The club meets every month in the Stafford 
building. For more information, please contact Andy 
Usanga, president of  SWOSU International Student 
Association, any of  the other club officers or the Inter-
national Student Affairs Office.
Photos by Harry Le 
SWOSU Snapshot
SWOSU Single Parent’s Network hosted the Single Parents’ Success Luncheon at the Student Union Ballroom in 
March 21. 
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Wednesday, March 29, 2017
All Day  Room and Board Payment Due
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM  PLC Interviews
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM  Senior Art Exhibition
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM  Title IV Revue
10:00 AM - 1:00 PM  Career Fair
11:00 AM - 1:30 PM  St. Eugene Catholic Church 
College Lunch
12:50 PM - 1:50 PM  SWOSU Flute Association 
Business Meeting
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM  Kappa Kappa Psi Business 
Meeting
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM  SWOSU Spring “Women 
in Music” Concert
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM  Tau Beta Sigma Business 
Meeting
7:30 PM - 10:00 PM  DND Club Group 3 Meet-
ing
Thursday, March 30, 2017
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM  PLC Interviews
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM  Senior Art Exhibition
8:00 AM - 10:00 PM  Volleyball Scrimmage
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM  AAUW Spring Luncheon
4:00 PM - 6:30 PM  N.A.S.A. Meeting
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM     Private fitness class (female 
only)
6:00 PM - 11:00 PM  D&D Group 5 Meeting
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM  Student Gov. Meeting
6:30 PM - 10:30 PM  AASA’S Spring Roll Night
6:30 PM - 10:30 PM  SWOSU Palooza
8:00 PM - 10:00 PM  FC College Circle
8:00 PM - 10:00 PM   SISA Meeting
Friday, March 31, 2017
Rodeo @ Garden City Community College
8:00 AM - 4:30 PM  Last Day to Drop with a 
Guaranteed “W” and Last Day to Add CAI Courses
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM  Senior Art Exhibition
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM  New Student Orientation
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM  Zeta Phi Recruitment Table
11:00 AM - 5:00 PM  CPT testing for NSO
2:00 PM - 4:30 PM  Baseball vs. SNU
2:00 PM  Softball at SNU (DH)
5:30 PM - 9:00 PM  D&D Group 4 Meeting
6:00 PM  Relay for Life Custer County 
Saturday, April 01, 2017
Rodeo @ Garden City Community College
Women’s Track & Field at Tiger Invite
End Time 3:00 AM  Relay for Life Custer County 
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM  Pharmacy Continuing 
Education Seminar
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM  Miss SWOSU & SWOSU’s 
Teen Contestant’s Weekend
12:00 PM  Softball at SNU (DH)
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM  Sophomore Recital-Todd 
Warren
1:00 PM - 6:00 PM  Baseball vs. SNU (DH)
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM  Shelby Baker-Senior Recital
Sunday, April 02, 2017
Rodeo @ Garden City Community College
7:30 AM - 4:30 PM  Pharmacy Continuing 
Education Seminar
8:30 AM - 12:00 PM  Miss SWOSU & SWOSU’s 
Teen Contestant’s Weekend
12:00 PM - 2:30 PM  Mu Phi Epsilon Meetings
2:00 PM - 3:30 PM  T.J Partin - Junior Recital
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM  Mu Phi Epsilon Meetings
6:00 PM - 11:00 PM  Sigma Sigma Chi Meeting
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM  Phi Delta Theta Chapter 
Meeting
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM  Sigma Alpha Iota Colony 
Business Meetings
8:30 PM - 10:00 PM  Zeta Phi Pledge Meeting
9:00 PM - 11:00 PM  TKE meeting
10:00 PM - 11:59 PM Phi Mu Alpha Review
Monday, April 03, 2017
Men’s Golf at Argonaut Invitational
12:00 PM - 6:00 PM  PLC Interviews
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM  READ Meeting
4:00 PM - 6:00 PM  Private fitness class (female 
only)
6:30 PM - 7:30 PM  Wildland Fire Meeting
7:30 PM - 10:00 PM  Zeta Phi Weekly Meeting
9:00 PM - 11:00 PM  Phi Mu Alpha Weekly MC 
Meeting
Tuesday, April 04, 2017
Men’s Golf at Argonaut Invitational
All Day Withdrawal Refund- 4th 4 week courses
8:00 AM - 2:00 PM  PLC Interviews
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM  AAUW Table
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM  PLC Selection Committee
3:00 PM - 5:30 PM  Baseball vs. University of 
Science & Arts OK
3:00 PM - 5:00 PM  Miss SWOSU Committee 
Meeting
3:00 PM  Softball at NWOSU (DH)
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM  CAB Meeting
Upcoming 
Events
Crossword (courtesy of mirroreyes.com)
By Brylee Vandiver
Staff Reporter
Philip Busey Jr. lists many highlights from his time as a 
student at SWOSU. He met his wife, he tackled his weak-
nesses, and he made good friends. Now his company is 
giving back to SWOSU.
Philip Busey is SWOSU alumni as well as Senior Vice 
President and Chief  Communications Officer for Dela-
ware Resource Group. 
Recently, DRG paid tribute to SWOSU as part of  
their “Global Oklahoma” promotional effort, saying that 
SWOSU is internationally known for producing graduates 
who push the boundaries of  technological know-how and 
prowess. 
Delaware Resource Group is a family-run global aero-
space defense firm that is headquartered in Oklahoma 
City.
According to their website, DRG provides critical 
training and logistics services for thousands of  men and 
women around the world from the U.S. and allied nations, 
supporting many of  today’s most advanced military pro-
grams and aircraft.
Busey is in charge of  marketing, public relations and 
government affairs for the company, as well as coordinat-
ing new business development opportunities and procure-
ment.
Before working at DRG, Busey did two internships in 
Washington D.C., worked in the public relations office at 
SWOSU and worked for the Weatherford Daily News.
Busey got his job at the Weatherford Daily News because 
he worked on campus for The Southwestern. 
When Busey began his career at SWOSU in 2000 he 
believed “graphic design was the way to go.” However, 
he decided that he needed to face what he believed to 
be his biggest weak-
ness head-on, so he 
changed his major to 
Mass Communica-
tions so that he could 
improve his writing 
skills.
Busey took many 
art classes while here 
at SWOSU, which led 
to him meeting his 
wife in an art history 
class.
After he and his 
wife graduated from 
SWOSU in 2004, they 
both went on to receive their graduate degrees from 
Oklahoma City University.
“SWOSU is still what we consider to be home” said 
Busey, despite the fact that they also went to OCU. 
He went on to say that someone who really had 
an impact on him was communications professor Joel 
Kendall.
“Joel was a very influential person for me at 
SWOSU,” said Busey.
Busey said there are many things that he loved 
about SWOSU including the good friends he made 
and what he learned.
“It was a completely transformative experience for 
me,” he said about his time at SWOSU.
Today, Busey is a trustee for the foundation at 
SWOSU as well as the alumni president.
He said that how much he cared about SWOSU 
and enjoyed his time here played a part in him still be-
ing involved with the university today.
Alum Busey of DRG calls SWOSU ‘home’ 
NEWS
Busey serves as alumni 
president and foundation 
trustee.
By Kathy Martinez
Staff Reporter
SWOSU student Cheyanne 
Smith, senior from Los Angeles, 
CA, is working along with other 
SWOSU student writers and actors 
to create a web series titled Shhh! 
“Shhh! is basically a mockumen-
tary on library students and work-
ers,” Smith, series producer, said. 
“It is sort of  like [the show] Parks 
and Recreation.”
“I use to live in Ponca City,” 
Smith said, “so when I came to 
visit SWOSU, I really liked it. I 
loved how everyone was friendly 
and it was just overall welcoming.” 
Smith had worked in California 
as an actor for several years in web 
series and other videos and now 
has decided to work on writing her 
own. 
Smith came up with the idea 
to have a web series that truly 
involved people.  The series takes 
place in a library and is being filmed at 
the Al Harris Library here at SWOSU. 
“I used to work in a library, so 
that helped,” she said. “The rest 
and most of  it is from my imagina-
tion.”
The people in the cast of  Shhh! 
wear many hats in the production. 
“The cast is so hardworking.” 
Smith said.
For the production Smith 
works with student writer-actors 
Katherine Zazueta, freshman 
from Lawton; Jackson Alexander 
Hawkins, freshman from Mangum; 
and Jerah Welborn, freshman from 
Cache. 
Welborn is not only an actor 
and a writer, but she also works 
along with Cheyanne Smith as an 
assistant director. 
The web series currently has 
five actors total, with Athena 
Pradier, freshman and Parker 
Charping, freshman rounding out 
the cast.
Shhh! : L.A. student produces web series on campus
Praider, Welborn, Hawkins, Zazueta and Charping get into character.see Shhh! on page 4 
Crossword (courtesy of mirroreyes.com)
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Spending your life with your best friend is every-
one’s goal. If  so, when is the right time to get mar-
ried? Some say when your financially stable, but for a 
select few being married in college is the way to go. 
Two campus couples, the Butchers and the Nikkels, 
spoke with The Southwestern about this unique life situ-
ation.
Bryce and Sarah Butcher are married and currently 
enrolled at Southwestern. Marriage is a bit different 
for them since they are both students. The Butchers 
have been married 10 months with the whole mar-
riage enrolled as students.
Is college different being married?
“It’s great because you have someone to always 
quiz you when you need quizzing or listen to you 
blabber on about what your studying even if  they 
have no interest in it,” Bryce said.
Sarah said, “It’s taught me a lot because we have 
to live in married student housing, and it’s cheap and 
small, but we learn a lot about each other and can’t 
get away from each other.” 
What is the best thing about being married in 
college?
 “Probably growing up together since there is a 
lot of  learning involved. It’s fun to be married while 
you’re young,” Sarah said.
“Constant companionship, that’s nice,” Bryce said.
Bryce and Sarah are a very vibrant couple often 
expressing their love for each other whether it be sar-
casm or rude interruptions. The last question brought 
both expressions to the table.
Who starts the arguments?
“I do a lot of  stuff  that makes her mad because 
she’s really OCD, but she’s the one that starts the 
arguments because I’m the one doing the things that 
make her mad even though it wouldn’t make normal 
people mad. Like leaving a sock on the ground, that 
wouldn’t make normal people mad,” Bryce said. 
So, she’s not a normal person?
“She’s not a normal person,” Bryce added. 
“I am thankful for your clothes on the ground, 
and I am thankful that I get to pick them up every 
day. I read an article about that,” Sarah said. “I prob-
ably do start the arguments because I am OCD.”
“I don’t start arguments, I finish arguments.” 
Bryce said. 
Sarah rolled her eyes sarcastically. 
Bryce and Sarah’s keys to a successful marriage are 
to not go to bed angry and to have a relationship with 
God. 
Southwestern currently has married housing on 
campus available to students. The Mary Mabry Savage 
Apartments are located on the southwest corner of  
campus. The complex offers 32 residences available 
to married couples or single parents with one depen-
dent under the age of  18. The apartments are one 
bedroom, one bathroom.
Reagan and Taylor Nikkel are currently residents 
of  Weatherford, and Taylor is currently enrolled 
at Southwestern. They have been married for nine 
months. When asked about married life in college, the 
Nikkel’s have a pretty clear path as to what marriage 
in college holds. 
 Has being married been any different than 
being married out of  school?
“It’s hard to say because Taylor has been in college 
all of  our relationship, so I’ve never really known our 
relationship without college in it,” Reagan said.
Is it difficult to prioritize your marriage while 
in college?
“I feel like it would be if  we didn’t own our own 
business together, unlike other couples that have 
separate jobs,” Taylor said. 
What is social life like when your married in 
college?
“We still engage in social life as in a LifeGroup or 
finding other married couples. You have to search a 
lot harder to find friends that are like you,” Reagan 
said. 
From Reagan and Taylor’s points of  view, mar-
riage in college has been a lot easier owning their own 
business. To them, accountability is key to have a suc-
cessful marriage while being in school.
 When asked about married life, there seems to 
be a common theme in college marriages. Love truly 
wins no matter what goes on. Marriage can be a 
difficult task at times though it seems to be worth it 
for the Nikkels and Butchers. Marriage is a beautiful 
thing to witness with both its ups and downs. In the 
end, marriage goes to show that love conquers all. 
College sweethearts: an education among the hitched
Bryce and Sarah Butcher Reagan and Taylor Nikkel
Three campus organizations have events 
planned for the coming weeks. The Asian 
American Student Association, SWOSU 
African Students Association and the South-
western International Students Association 
will have events on March 30, April 1, and 
April 8, respectively.
AASA will host its annual Spring Roll 
Night on Thurs., March 30, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the East Ballroom of  the Student Center. 
The AASA will serve fresh Vietnam-
ese spring rolls made with fresh veggies, 
lean meat or shrimp, and rice noodles, all 
wrapped in rice paper and dipped in a sweet 
peanut sauce. Advance tickets are $6 for 
members and $8 for nonmembers and are 
$10 at the door. For more information, con-
tact Lyly Van at vanl2@student.swosu.edu
SASA will hold its annual Banquet and 
Gala Night on Sat., April 1, in the Student 
Center. This event will begin with a Red 
Carpet ceremony at 6 p.m., and the banquet 
will begin at 7 p.m. Guests will have the op-
portunity to try various African dishes from 
Cameroon, Nigeria and other countries. 
Guests will also enjoy African music and 
dance performances. The cost for the event 
is $5 for SWOSU students and $10 for the 
public. For more information, contact Dr. 
Guy Biyogmam at guy.biyogmam@swosu.
edu
The SISA banquet will take place on 
Sat., April 8, at 5 p.m. in the Student Cen-
ter Ballroom. The banquet will highlight 
homemade food from all over the world, as 
well as cultural performances and fashions. 
Tickets for the event cost $10 for SWOSU 
students and $15 for the public. For more 
information, contact Andikan Usanga, SISA 
president, at 972.704.9490.
By Breanna Neer
Staff Reporter
On March 3-5, the New Student 
Orientation Leaders went to Addison, 
Texas, to the annual National Orienta-
tion Directors Association conference. 
NODA is a conference for orientation 
leaders to share their ideas and what 
they do at their school. It’s a good way 
for them to build on their leadership, 
creativity and team building skills.  
Orientation leaders are a guide to 
freshman on campus. They help out 
with tours on session days where high 
school students come to enroll. They 
also help advise freshman orientation 
classes for six weeks in the fall. 
Several universities from Texas, Kan-
sas, Arkansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma 
attended. This also included two staff  
members and 15 students from SWOSU. 
The group took two vans for a four-
hour road trip, where lots of  memories 
were made. All the classic car games 
were played, and songs were sung the 
whole way there. While in Texas the 
students attended sessions in which they 
learned about what other orientation 
leaders do in their schools.
Two students from SWOSU, Haley 
Davis, a special education major from 
Lookeba; and Tanner Misak, an exercise 
science major from Medford, presented 
a session. 
Their session was about the advan-
tages of  establishing a community inside 
of  orientation leading. 
“Within our orientation, we all feel 
connected almost like a family. This is 
why our team works so well, so we just 
wanted to share that,” Davis said when 
asked why the duo decided to teach this 
session.
“We were glad to spread our own 
bright ideas to the other orientation 
leaders, and we got good reviews” she 
said.
Other than attending sessions, the 
students also had an opportunity to 
compete in a case study.
In the case study, students are sepa-
rated to work with other students from 
different universities. They are then 
given a scenario of  something that could 
go wrong within orientation leading. 
The students have to work together to 
address the issues and how they would 
resolve them in a creative fashion. 
William Oswald, a business major 
from Huntington Beach, CA, and his 
group won best case study within his 
room. 
When asked how he felt about win-
ning, Oswald said, “I was surprised 
beyond belief.”
OL’s travel to Texas for NODA conference
Cultural foods, traditions to be found at upcoming banquetsShhh! from page 3
“My cast is extremely creative,” Smith 
said. 
A few others including Chante Randle, 
junior, are part of  the camera crew. 
“I wanted to start doing more film stuff,” 
Randle said. “I felt it in my heart that it was 
what I wanted to do.” 
The production has shifted slightly as 
more students became involved in different 
roles. For example, Praider, one of  the ac-
tors, was at first a camera operator. 
“I was, originally, part of  the camera 
crew,” Pradier said, “then I decided to cast, 
and now I play the role of  Regina Thomas.” 
“The library is accommodating about let-
ting us film there and it is just very commu-
nity based.” Smith said.
“I think this series will look nice on a 
resume,” actor and writer Zazueta, joked. “It 
honestly seemed like a really fun thing to do.” 
“Cheyanne cast us perfectly,” Pradier said. 
“When we do improv, it’s very natural. It just 
works.” 
Creating scenes and scripts for the cast 
and crew comes easy to each of  them. 
“We’re all friends,” Zazueta said, “so it 
makes it a lot easier.” 
“Sometimes we will just be messing 
around and figure it works for the script and 
we write it in.” Praider said. 
The web series will contain a red carpet 
premier launch in October of  this year. Vari-
ous promos and trailers of  the web series 
have already been released. 
Once released, viewers will be able to find 
Shhh! on YouTube.
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By Larkin Wisdom
Staff Reporter
Tori Hawk is a senior outfielder for the Southwestern 
softball team. Hawk is from The Colony, Texas, where 
she graduated high school and then moved on to Inde-
pendence Community College where she spent the first 
year and a half  of  her collegiate softball career.
Hawk has had a stellar start to her final season of  play 
for the SWOSU Softball team, leading the team in several 
offensive categories. She leads the team in home runs (4), 
runs batted in (19), total bases (40), and slugging percent-
age (.556), and is currently sixth on the team in batting 
average (.319).
Hawk talked with The Southwestern recently about 
how she ended up at SWOSU and her plans after college. 
What made you want to play college softball?
“Ever since I was growing up and started watching 
the Women’s College World Series. I knew right then and 
there that I wanted to play college ball.” 
When did you first decide you wanted to play col-
lege softball?
“I decided that I wanted to play college softball when 
I started playing summer ball when I was 12.”
What made you choose SWOSU?
“The coaches I had my freshman year at Indepen-
dence came here to SWOSU following that year. I went 
back to Independence for my sophomore year and there 
was a situation I was not comfortable with and I was 
faced with the choice of  quitting or finding a place to 
finish my career. I chose SWOSU because I already knew 
the coaches.” 
What is the toughest part of  being a college ath-
lete?
“The toughest part of  being a college athlete is time 
management. Obviously you have to go to class to be 
eligible, so balancing time for school, school work, and 
practice and game times is tough.”
What are your plans after your softball career is 
over?
“After my career ends, I plan on coaching. I really 
want to become a high school coach, but I will take what-
ever coaching opportunity comes my way.”
Who was the biggest influence for you growing 
up?
‘My high school coach was my biggest influence. 
She always pushed me to be the best that I could be 
and always believed in me every step of  the way.”
What are your plans after graduating?
“I plan on moving back to Texas after I am com-
pletely done with school.” 
Hawk is looking to build on her solid season to this 
point and help her team finish the season strong. As 
of  March 23, the softball team is 10-14 and is 4-10 in 
conference play. Their next home games are April 7 
and April 8 against Oklahoma Baptist. 
Athlete spotlight: Hawk leads team in many ways
SHAWNEE, Okla. – SWOSU Track competed at 
the Oklahoma Baptist Open on Saturday in their second 
meet of  the season. Highlighted by Dani Whiting’s 
third-place finish in the steeplechase run, the Dawgs had 
many season and personal best times.
Whiting ran the 3000m race with a time of  12:31.31 
in the first steeplechase of  her collegiate career. SWOSU 
also had two sixth place finishes from Jordan Caulkins 
in the high jump (5’ 0.25”) and Allison Denson in the 
400m (1:02.24). Alexis Jefferson rounded out the top-10 
finishers for the day with a long jump of  14’ 5.75” good 
enough for 10th overall.
“We had an exceptional day,” Head Coach Shane 
Brookshire said about Saturday. “We finished the meet 
with multiple season bests and personal bests. Jordan 
Caulkins improved upon her high jump. Allison Denson 
dropped her 400m time down by 2 seconds. Brianne 
Kirchgessner picked up two personal bests in the 1500m 
and 800m. Robin Sheehan ran her fastest 5k as a Bulldog 
and the fastest ever by a Bulldog on a track. Dani Whit-
ing had a huge debut in the 3000m Steeplechase. It was 
a great day all around and I am very proud of  the work 
they have done.”
It will be a quick turnaround for the track squad, who 
will be back to it this weekend (April 1) at the Tiger In-
vite hosted by Cowley Community College in Arkansas 
City, Kansas.
OBU Open
Saturday, March 25
Shawnee, Okla. (Hurt Athletic Memorial Track)
Final Results
Long Jump – Alexis Jefferson – 10th – 4.41 meters – 
14’ 5.75”
High Jump – Jordan Caulkins – T-6th – 1.53 meters – 
5’ 0.25” – Season Best*
200m – Allison Denson – 11th – 27.01; Alexis Jef-
ferson – 26th – 28.71                   
400m – Allison Denson – 6th – 1:02.24 Personal 
Best**; Alexis Jefferson – 20th – 1:08.30;
Lena Garrison – 21st – 1:08.37
800m – Kylie Ezell – 25th – 2:37.95 Season Best*; 
Mikayla Howorka – 33rd - 2:40.95 Personal Best**;
Stephanie Buehler – 35th – 2:42.26 Personal Best**;
Brianne Kirchgessner – 38th – 2:47.36 Personal 
Best**, Sierra Campbell – 47th – 2:57.96
1500m – Brianne Kirchgessner – 27th – 5:30.67 – 
Personal Best**; Mikayla Howorka – 28th - 5:38.39
Morgen Price – 33rd – 5:43.05 Personal Best**; Si-
erra Campbell – 40th – 6:00.82 Season Best*
5000m - Robin Sheehan – 9th – 19:27.65; Olivia 
Brookshire – 17th – 20:12.32
100m Hurdles – Aliah Jefferson – 18th – 18.64
400m Hurdles – Aliah Jefferson – 15th – 1:18.94 
Personal Best**
3000m Steeplechase – Dani Whiting – 3rd – 12:31.31
WEATHERFORD, Okla. – SWOSU Baseball 
dropped the first game of  the day 11-5, but recovered 
to take the third and final game 8-1 and avoid the series 
sweep against Arkansas-Monticello on Saturday. After 
letting the first game get away from them, the Dawgs 
were able to piece together a quality start on the mound 
from Devin Ring and utilized timely hitting to walk away 
winners in the series finale.  
 The victory also snaps a seven-game losing streak, 
the longest winning drought of  the season for the base-
ball team.
Up next will be a midweek non-conference affair 
against Oklahoma Christian on Tuesday at the Athletic 
Complex, with a first pitch of  3:00 pm in a single nine-
inning game.
The Bulldogs led by scores of  2-0 and 4-3 through 
the first five innings, and ended the sixth knotted at 5-5 
with UAM. SWOSU’s bats would cool down, while the 
Weevils put up three run innings in the eighth and ninth 
innings to put the game out of  reach.
 Gunnar Cook got the start, giving up five runs in 
his outing (four earned) in 5.1 innings of  work. Blake 
Gooden inherited two baserunners from Cook’s in the 
sixth and allowed them both to score after an error in the 
outfield, and exited the mound without recording an out. 
Jeremy Smith (2.2 IP), Stephen Pagendarn (0.1 IP) and 
Garret Gaunt (0.2 IP) all made relief  appearances in the 
later innings.
Offensively, Ruben Rodriguez and Jason Nichols each 
had two hits in the contest.  
Devin Ring (W, 2-3) pitched a three-hit, one run 
game for the Dawgs to allow the offense to get back in 
the dugout quickly. The bats came to life in a big way, as 
SWOSU scored runs in four of  the seven innings and 
had four different players collect two hits in the game.
Joshua Santos, Daniel Richardson, Jason Nichols and 
Connor Anderson all had a pair of  hits, and all but An-
derson had at least two RBI.
Quintin Dougherty made a seventh-inning appearance 
in relief, facing one more than the minimum in his inning 
and inducing a double play to end the game.   
MONTICELLO, Ark. – Despite bringing the tying 
run to the plate in the first game and the go-ahead run 
to the plate in the final game, SWOSU Softball fell to 
Arkansas-Monticello by scores of  5-1 and 3-2 on Sunday 
to go winless on the weekend.
Conference play continues next weekend in Bethany 
for the Bulldogs, who will take on the Crimson Storm 
in another four-game series looking to snap the current 
eight-game winning drought – the longest of  the season.
Game One
Arkansas-Monticello 5, SWOSU 1
The Cotton Blossoms inched their way to a five-run 
lead by scoring single runs in the first, third and fourth 
innings before hitting a two-run shot in the sixth that 
proved to be insurance. SWOSU, as they’ve done multiple 
times this season, put up their best shot in the seventh 
and final inning but came up short.
Having already scored one run in the seventh from an 
Abigail Schade single that drove in Keanni Barron, the 
Dawgs loaded the bases and brought the tying run to the 
plate but Miranda West fouled out to strand the trio of  
runners and end the game.
Taya Haney (L, 3-7) competed in the circle all after-
noon, but walked five UAM batters and allowed all five 
runs (four earned) in the contest to earn the loss despite 
striking out six. The Dawgs ended the game with one 
more hit that the Cotton Blossoms, but failed to turn 
those hits into runs. Schade led the offense with two hits 
including the lone RBI.
Game Two
Arkansas-Monticello 3, SWOSU 2
Struggling to hit in the final game of  the series, 
SWOSU took advantage of  a UAM error in the second 
inning to allow their first run to cross home plate and tie 
the game back at 1-1 after surrendering an early lead in 
the first inning.
Starting pitcher Taylor Eaves (L, 1-5) held Arkansas-
Monticello to that one run until the fifth inning when 
UAM was able to finally take the lead from an RBI single 
with the bases loaded that scored two. She wouldn’t 
concede any more runs in the inning or game, but the 
damage was done.
In the seventh inning, SWOSU would again rally to 
put the first two runners of  the inning on base with no 
outs. After a Cheyenne Trotter RBI groundout moved 
Sidney Kirk to third with two outs, Kaytlin Donaldson 
grounded out to end the game and strand the tying run 
on third. 
Senior Southwestern Softball outfielder Tori Hawk
SWOSU Baseball team cheering.
Softball loses two close games 
Bulldog baseball earns weekend split
Track team excels at 
second ever meet
Track runner jumping hurdle
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 Hometown: Lone Grove, OK
 Classification: Freshman
 Major: Instrumental Music Education
 Building: Jefferson Hall 
 Why did you choose your major? 
 I chose my major because I love music. It’s the one thing that speaks to me. 
 What are your hobbies? 
 I enjoy playing my trumpet, playing video games, and hanging out with friends.
 Who’s been a major influence in your life? 
My high school band director has been the biggest influence of my life. I aspire to 
be just like him.
 What’s your favorite movie quote? 
 “Happiness can be found even in the darkest of times if one only remembers to 
turn on the light.” - Dumbledore - Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban
Resident Spotlight 
Nathon Wesley
Resident Spotlight 
  Maegan Norman 
March
What When WhereExtreme PB&J March 9th 6pm Neff Hall LobbyThunder Watch Party March 9th 7pm Stewart Hall LobbyMarch Madness Tournament March 13th TBA Black Kettle HallRA Job Application Posted March 20th Residence Life Office & Bulldog Job BoardWrap Your Weiner March 21st6pm Neff Hall LobbyMurder Mystery Dinner March 23rd6:30pm Oklahoma Hall LobbyScavenger Hunt March 28th 6:30pm Oklahoma Hall LobbyPing Pong Tournament March 30th 6:15pm Neff Hall LobbyPrincess for a Night March 30th 5pm Stewart Hall Lobby
Princess for a Night
 Stewart Hall will be hosting an event called Princess for a Night. 
This event will be taking place out on the front lawn of Stewart Hall and 
will then end in the Stewart Hall Lobby. There will be several games 
played throughout the evening including paint darts and various other 
lawn games. The movie that will be showing is Princess Diaries. There 
will be free food and drinks provided to everyone that will attend. The 
event is planned to take place March 30th at 5pm. There will even be 
prize give-a-ways throughout the event. It will definitely be a fun time 
and I hope to see everyone there!!
Hometown: Saginaw, TX
Classification: Sophomore
Major: Graphic Design
Building: Oklahoma Hall
 Why did you choose SWOSU?
 I got the most scholarship money here and my boyfriend 
goes here.
 Why did you choose your major?
 I felt like it would challenge me.  Art and graphic design are things that I was not 
naturally good at, so I wanted to try it.  As Neil DeGrasse Tyson said, “In whatever 
you choose to do. Do it because it’s hard, not because it’s easy.” 
 What are your hobbies?
 I am very involved on campus and started a club called “Medieval Arts”.  I like to 
practice archery and do medieval reenactments.  
 Who has been a major influence in your life? 
 My boyfriend because he pulled me out of a really dark place.
